RENAISSANCE  AND  REFORMATION

la 1593) the States General of the realm had been summoned to Paris.
The deputies were few in number, but the people seemed to expect a
decision from them. Mayenne made a speech from the throne and said
that France wanted a Catholic king: his candidate was Mayenne. Philip of
Spain wanted to seat on the throne of France his daughter, Isabella-Clara,
grand-daughter of Henry II, and make France a more or less autonomous
Spanish province. Meanwhile, Henry IV bargained at Suresnes. He felt
that the time had come for his conversion. Were the States General
to choose a king other than he, his legitimacy would thenceforth be
contested; if, on the other hand, the legitimate king were to become a
Catholic, Paris and France, weary of these long wars, would yield to
him. 'Instruct me', he said to the bishops. 'I am not stubborn . .. You
will win God a fine advantage, a handsome conquest of conscience.' Was
he acting in good faith? 'During his life he had been twice Protestant
and twice Catholic ... Experienced in abjuration, he had created for
himself a kind of faith which was at once very broad and at the same
time very sincere . . .'l It cost him nothing to surrender to the popular
will and, as he put it in his own Gascon, *to jump the ditch'. But he
wanted to be given the necessary time. He led the bishops a rare dance
by his questions and his remarks, going as far as to refer to the cult of
the saints as a form of leg-pulling. Finally on July 25th, 1593, at Saint-
Denis, Henry IV, clad in white, was 'received into the bosom of the
Church*. The League had no further reason for existence. In March
1594, after he had promised a full amnesty, the King entered Paris, his
great city, and went to Notre Dame to hear Mass. His amnesty was
honestly fulfilled. When France saw that the King wished no reprisals, it
followed Paris's suit.

Nothing could be more admirable than the patience with which Henry
IV completed the pacification of France. It was no easy task; bad feeling
ran high. Many were furious at his leniency: 'If there are those who
have forgotten themselves', he said, CI am satisfied if they come to their
senses and people stop talking to me about it.' He even bought many a
submission, saying that this cost him ten times less than the use of force.
He paid the debts of his worst enemy, Mayenne, limiting his vengeance
to making the big rheumatic fellow keep up with his quick strides for a
time. He made peace with the Spaniards. There remained the necessity
of reconciliation with the Holy See; in this negotiation, Henry was very
firm, and the cardinals advised die Pope to yield because France's Galilean
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